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‘State Dept. Bureau Is Instructed Not to Speqk to a
Times Reporter

By JONATHAN FRIENDLY"

| Special 10 The New York Tunes

| WASHINGTON, P¥b. 27— The direc-
tor of the State Department’s Bureau
i of Politico-Military Affairs has ordered
his staff not to talk to a New York
Times correspondent, Leslie H. Gelb,
who wrote that the United States bad
contingency plans for placing nuclear
weapons in Canada, Iceland, Bermuda
and Puerto Rico. ’

i

«1t may be argued that my ﬁasponset :

to the article has been extreme, O m%_

there is little to be done about the pro "
lem as a whole: If The New YOT

Times and Les Gelb bad not published

the conclusion he has, the Secretary ac- i
cordingly supports it.” |
Times Editor Protests k

A. M. Rosenthal, executive editor of
The Times, protested General Chain’s
action and said he hoped it would be.
reversed by higher officials.

Mr. Gelb’s article quoted Govern-
ment officials and documents showing

" *4nd integrity. Faced with the choice be-
tween ggmsbmg information poten- |.

The official, Lieut. Gen. John T.
Chain Jr.. said he bad jssueg ]

because the articie blished in The
Times on Feb. 13, included ‘‘classified

information the release of which is

harmtul and damaging to the United
States.” :

In a statement, General Chain noted
that Mr. Gelb was director of the Bu-
reau of Politico-Militarv Affairs from

i LY -
lariv one who has served in a responsi-
ble national securitv position, and
therebv knows when classified
mation is sensitive and should be pro-
tected, has a 1D1l1tV not to

_consulting

-they were disclosed in press reports

- they will not allow American ships or

gction which is harmitui to U.S, securi-
ty,” the general said. .
Pbotograph Is Removed
At the general's request, a photo-
graph of Mr. Gelb that was hanging in
the bureau’s waiting room, along with
the photographs of other former direc-
tors, was removed. A note on the empty
frame says the picture was removed
‘““for cause.” . .
Today, Secretary of State George P.
Shultz endorsed General Chain's ac-
tion, according to Bernard Kalb, the
department spokesman. C
While Mr. Gelb was gathering infor-
mation from the State ent for
the article, Mr. Shultz had asked The
Times not to publish it. .
The Times told Mr. Shultz then that
the issue of security did not arise be-
cause much of the information had al-
ready been printed in several foreign
countries.

Mr. Kalb was asked today whether!

the Secretary approved of his subordi-
nate’s action against Mr. Gelb and, if
so, why he had not issued the policy in
“his own name and made it department-
wide. He was also asked whether it was

.department policy to allow individual -
officials who were offended by a news |

report to decide to deny the reporter
a]ccss to information for other arti.
cles. .

In replyv, Mr. Kalb said, referring to |
'his own bureau: “The State Depart-
| ment deals with the press through the
ispokésman and his bureau. Beyond
that, the policy is that individuzls who
are heads of bureaus can make their
own decisions on how they deal with the
press, and if General Chain has come to

!

“tion prevents governmental abuse of

that the contingency plans for “‘emer-
gency”’ deployment of nuclear depth !
charges had been prepared without
the governments involved.
The article noted that the plans had be-
come a subject of sharp parliamentary
debate in Canada and Iceland after

there. R

The article noted that Administra-
tion officials feared further discussion
of the issue would a vate the prob-,
lem among some allies that have said

planes carrying nuclear weapons to
visit bases in their countries. i

In keeping with its normal policy, the |
department declined today to say what |
parts of the article it believed to be |
based on classified information and "
~which were drawn trom public records. -

General Chain, a fortmer Air Force ;
deputy chief of staff for plans and !
operations, was named head of the po- |
litico-military bureau in July. The bu-:
reau, with a staff of 120, geals with
issues such as weapons treaties with -
other nations. -- : o

Calied ‘Matter of Principlie’.

The general’s statement said he had
taken the step against Mr. Gelb as “‘a
matter of principle.” It continued:

“Unfortunately, it has become cus-
tomary for some newspapers and jour-
nalists tc print information which they
know to be potentially damaging to the
U.S. on the pretext that the public hasa
‘right to know,’ or that such informa-

power. Certainly I do not argue with
the right of citizens in a democracy to.
know what their government’s policies
and actions are, and to oblige gov-
ernment to articulate and defend its
policies. Neither do I question the right

of journalists to probe beyond the bland }-

assurances of good intention on the
part of the government, to reveal ‘the
true story.’ A . ‘

“But neither our citizens nor the
press itself is well served by revealing
information — which was the case in
The New York Times piece — which
impacts on our national security capa-
bility,” the general’s stateent contin-
ved. ““In fact, the disclosure of this type
of information contributes little to the
public’s understanding of our nuclear
policies and strategies and serves only |
to &id our potential adversary. i

tiallv damaging to the United States 0T
haav‘{ng someone else print the StorY, |
each individual can say ‘no. .

and print té\l: stc{ry, g
choice of refusing to go al r
1f each journalist faced with the choice

“ eone else will go ahead
perhiaps 30 but the moral
remains.

takes the higher course, our country
would be better served. :

“ldo % a free press,” the geD-
eral said. “‘1 have many friends who

. are journalists and reporters. 1 have a

policy to meet with any reporter who is
Teferred to me or the bureau through,
Public Attairs. That list has now been
narrowed by one.” S
*Distortion’ Laid to Geperal .,
Mr._Rosenthal, the executive ed.xtor‘
of The Times, said: * Chain’s ;
rsonal and professional attack on
ﬁﬁlie Gelb and The New York Times
exhibited a lack of understanding of 8.
free press and an astounding distortion
of the facts. 7 e
«General Chain surely knows that
the story The New York Times pub-
lished contained no information that.
had not already been published a.pd de-
bated in the countries named in the
story,” he said. ““The only people from
whom this information had been with-
held were the American people.”
“Far from being a breach of the na-
tional security, the story brought the
American public into a debate that was
going on in Canada and several other
countries friendly to the United States.
It helps explain the spreading concern
by some friendly governments about
the possible deployment of nuclear
weapons on their territory.”
Mr. Rosenthal continued: “‘General
Chain professes to ‘respect a free
ress.’ At the same time, he issues or-
ders to forbid a reporter access to in-
formation in his.office. His action is re-
pugnant to the concept of a free press.
It permits individuals in the depant-
ment to create their own blacklist of
journalists. . .
“We hope this action will be studied
and overturned by higher authority in
the Government.”
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